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Questioning the Conservatives 
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he support of Christians for 


the Conservative Party of 
Canada has been steady for 
many years for 


such as their support for Christian 


various reasons, 
schools, the fact that most members 
of the Conservatives are Christians, 
and for their “traditional” 
worldview 
the actually 


become a kind of tradition in itself 


Christians voting for 
Conservatives has 


Last year a Redeemer student 
in Political Science wrote to the 
Crown of his trip to Ottawa in 
which he said he was surprised to 
learn that you don’t have to be a 
Conservative if you are a Christian 
Perhaps it is time to take a step back 
and question why we are so quick 
to support them and whether or not 
they merit it 

First of all, Prime Minister Harper 
called this election nearly a year 
early not long after promising fixed 
election dates which would prevent 
anyone from manipulating the 
dates in their advantage 

Moving on: one of the principle 
issues in this election is Canada’s 
mission in Afghanistan. The NDP, 
Green and Bloc party all want to 
pull out of Afghanistan as soon 
as possible. The war is not very 
popular today in Canada especially 
during this recession. Certainly the 


United States are struggling with 


MARIJKA WESTERHOF 
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his Election Day, October, 

14, 2008, who are you going 

to vote for? No one is going 
to make the decision for you, and 
it is your God-given right to vote 
in this country. This time around, 
the balance of power in this country 
seems to be shifting a little more 
to the left, and one of the only 
significant parties remaining on 
the right is the Conservatives. For 
years, they have been seen as the 
party that Christians vote for. Is this 
a good enough reason? Probably 
not. Maybe it’s time to do some 
investigation into what they stand 


for. 


A primary concern of Canadians 
should be the competence of a 
national leader. Stephen Harper 
is a capable Prime Minister. Over 
the past few years that he’s been 
in office, he has gained the esteem 
of people and leaders all over the 
globe. He is respected by many 
Canadians— even by those who 
don’t necessarily for him. 
According to The National Post, ina 
poll taken during the leaders debate 
on October 2, Harper was voted at a 
whopping 47% to be the person who 
most sounded and appeared like a 
Prime Minister. He was followed by 


vote 


financial problems that come with 
funding a huge, failing military 
mission in Iraq. The Conservatives 
are the only party who want to 
continue the mission, setting the 
pull-out date to 2011. And speaking 
of the United States, The Real News 
reports that Canadian troops are 
fighting to protect the building of 
an oil pipeline for the U.S. running 
through Afghanistan to Kandahar 
The 


that this mission is all part of the 


Real News continued to say 


Conservative’s dedication to the 
Security and Prosperity Partnership 


of North 


gradual integration of U.S. policies- 


America which is the 
-from its foreign policy to energy 
and and _ others--into 
Canada. This has been called, by 
North American 
The News 


reports is an assault on Canadian 


economic 
some, a kind of 
Union which as Real 
sovereignty. Why the Conservatives 
want to integrate their policies into 
that of the U.S. which have caused 
so many problems in the economy 
and the fighting of an extremely 
unpopular war is unknown. But 
Harper seems keen on it, planning 
Canadian military 
spending by $490 billion of which 
many Canadians disapprove as 
reported in the Globe and Mail. Is 
this, a time of economic uncertainty, 
really the best increase 
military spending? 

Stephen Harper has also 
announced that he will be tougher 
on crime with the intention to allow 


to boost 


time to 


for life sentences against fourteen 
year olds. He plans to crack down 
on youth crime specifically. This is 
some strategy to deal with troubled 
youth: throw them in the slammer! 
Other suggested rather 
to have more support for youth 
programs. Gilles Duceppe made 
an interesting comment suggesting 
that Harper’s crackdown on youth 
crime would end up providing 
young flesh to prison pedophiles. 

The Spectator also reported on 
Harper's fighting crime, though 
not limited to youth crime, but 
environmental crime. He plans 
to increase penalties to $6 million 
for industries and $1 million for 
individuals. Harper's treatment of 
all these issues ; ‘ems to avoid the 
root issues behing fihese problems, 
especially considering that the 
production of oil from the tar sands 
in Alberta, which is the greatest 
cause of Canada’s carbon emissions, 
has not been addressed. The 
Real News discussed a pamphlet 
released by a group called the Sierra 
Club of Canada which graded all 
the parties on their environmental 
policy. The Liberals, NDP, Green, 
and Bloc all received a mixture of 
B’s and A’s. The Conservatives were 
given an F. 

The Globe and Mail reported a 
few weeks ago that Stephen Harper 
and the Conservatives plan to cut 
funding for the arts stating that 
“ordinary Canadians” (his words) 
don’t care about the arts. Here is 


leaders 


some of his reasoning: “I think 
when ordinary working people 
come home, turn on the TV and 
see a gala of a bunch of people, you 
know, at a rich gala all subsidized 
by taxpayers claiming _ their 
subsidies aren't high enough when 
they know those subsidies have 
actually gone up (but not for long), 
I’m not sure that’s something that 
resonates with ordinary people” 
(Spectator of Oct. 18). Yes, I know 
when I come home from a long 
day’s work and plug into the tube, I 
want something that resonates with 
my ordinariness. Fortunately, a 
group of artists have met to protest 
the proposed cuts. 

The Conservatives give an air that 
they will uphold stability during the 
world’s economic hardships. Harper 
continually has said that Canada is 
not in any real danger and that we 
have a strong economy. He accused 
Stephane Dion of panicking with his 
decision to hold a meeting within 
30 days of being elected to address 
the economy. This is his campaign 
strategy: to appear in control and 
try and have voters believe that by 
spending money on programs to 
protect people, our economy will 
fail. His solution is to lower taxes 
and give large corporations tax 
cuts. However, as the other leaders 
mentioned during the debate, 
factories are closing, people are 
losing their jobs, and others their 
homes. The Conservative approach 


is to create a strong economy 


Vote This Election Day 


Jack Layton at 24%, Stéphane Dion 
at 15%, Elizabeth May at 7%, and 
Gilles Duceppe at 3%. According 
to this same poll, 31% believed that 
Stephen Harper won the debate. 
(This poll is accurate 19 times out 
of 20, within 2 percentage points.) 
Stephen Harper is a real leader 
Canadians can count on. 


The Conservative Party has 
accomplished a great number of 
things during their years in office. 
They have reduced the GST by two 
percent—and if you're a student, 
every little bit Unlike 
Stéphane Dion, Stephen Harper 


counts. 


introducing 
this tax 
would 


does not plan on 
a Carbon Tax. If was 
implemented, it plague 
an already struggling economy. 
Harper knows that the financial 
system cannot handle an 
tax—and neither can the ordinary 
hard-working tax payers. 


extra 


Additionally, the Conservatives 
have gotten tough on crime. They 
have passed a law to crack down 
on street racing. They have invested 
$1.2 billion dollars in national 
security to strengthen Canada and 
protect our country from terrorism. 
Moreover, they are also introducing 
new legislation to require minimum 
sentences for repeat offenders and 
jail time for those involved in gun 
crimes. 


What about health care? Although 
3 million Canadians don’t 
family doctors, the Conservatives 
are working hard to reduce hospital 
wait times. They have increased 
funding to open up training spaces 
for new doctors, and they have 
also signed wait-time guarantee 
agreements with all provinces, 
ensuring that patients in hospitals 
get the attention they need. This is 
in addition to investing billions of 
dollars in the health care system. 


have 


There are other issues 
Canadians should be concerned 
with—sovereignty, for instance. 


Sovereignty in the Arctic isn’t seen 
as important tO most Canadians. 
But it should be. Many countries 
including Russia and the United 
States are claiming the Arctic. 
Previous governments haven't 
put much effort into asserting 
sovereignty over the Arctic. In 
fact, between 1993 and 2002, not 
a single Camadian Forces ship 
was sent into Arctic waters. Since 
the Conservatives have entered 
power, they have increased Arctic 
surveillance, and they are planning 
to establish eight Arctic off-shore 
Canadian Forces ships along with a 
deep-water port. The Conservatives 
know how to Prioritize matters of 
importance. 


The Conservatives aren’t 


perfect, however. They have said 
some things that are a little off- 
colour, and they have also cut 
funding to important programs. 
The Conservatives don’t seem too 
concerned with the environment— 
and they completely scrapped the 
Kyoto plan. Their revised policy on 
the environment seems a little weak 
in comparison with the policies of 
the Green Party or the NDP. 


Similarly, the Conservatives have 
cut funding to the arts— which they 
have taken a lot of flack for. But the 
competing parties aren't so lily- 
white either. Recently, the Liberal 
Party criticized the Conservative 
decrease in funding for the arts, 
yet Stéphane Dion didn’t voice an 
objection when the Liberal Party 
cut the $90 million for a History 
Museum and slashed the budget of 
the Canadian Magazine Fund from 
$46 million to just under $10 million 
a few years ago. Why should they 
criticize the Conservatives for doing 
the same? Our country is in a time of 
economic crisis. Perhaps, the money 
can be used better elsewhere—to 
hold onto some Canadian jobs. The 
point is that not everything can be 
funded, because we would never 
have enough money to do so. 


The Conservatives have worked 
hard during their years in office. 
They haven’t wasted tax dollars, 


(by lowering taxes and giving 
corporations tax cuts) so that more 
money will be available to the poor 
and impoverished workers. But 
they only create the opportunity 
for help to be given to those who 
need it which does not mean that it 
does happen. The government does 
not have the role, but it does have 
a role in helping people who need 
it. The Conservatives are not going 
to change anything even though 
this recession could cause many 
Canadians to lose their homes, their 
jobs, or cause them to fall below the 
poverty line. 

This election is not just about you. 
It is about all Canadians, which is a 
very diverse group. Many Christians 
seem to vote Conservative for moral 
reasons: such as their stance against 
homosexual marriage and abortion. 
But are there no other moral issues? 
What of unjust war, the torture 
of Afghan prisoners during this 
war, ignoring the victims of this 
economic game, of greed and 
corporate monopoly? I’m _ not 
saying that the Conservatives are 
evil, I'm only saying that all parties 
deserve to be questioned. 


and they also haven't been caught 
up in scandals and enquiries like 
the previous Liberal government 
was. They know how to balance the 
budget so as to maximize the power 
of each dollar. 


The Conservatives have done a 
respectable job running this country. 
Sure, there are pros and cons to the 
Conservatives—some parts of their 
platform are a little weaker than 
others. But every party has its own 
criticisms, and that’s something the 
voters should take into account. 
However, when it comes down to 
the crunch, the Conservatives will 
serve the tax payer better than any 
other party will. 


Green Party _ 
Response: 
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Response to Christian Communism 


FR PADS VCE 
JAN KOREVAAR 
SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 


ne needs to be careful 
when equating the public 
ownership of property and 


production imposed by traditional 
communism with the communal 
lifestyle that characterized the early 
church, as in the previous Crown’s 
article, “Christian Communism: 
Can it Exist?” It’s like comparing 
peaches with pineapples: the one 
is a political system designed to 
organize a society according to 
specific principles, while the other 
is the communal expression of love 
by people whose hearts have been 
reformed. 

Communism was not taught by 
Jesus nor practiced by the Apostles. 
The reason that the believers in 
Acts 2 came together and shared 
all their possessions is due to their 
repentance and baptism (Acts 2:38). 
Jesus was teaching a lifestyle that 
expressed a heart-commitment to 


Him, not a system of government. 
I think the writer of the article 
expresses my point best by saying 
that it was “the power of the Holy 
Ghost in the hearts of believers that 
encouraged them to such unselfish 
acts of charity.” In Christianity, 
people are encouraged to share 
with others by the power of the 
Holy Ghost within their hearts, 
whereas in Communism, people 
are forced by their leaders into this 
practice. 

In addition, Communism might 
be the ideal social system, but we 
don’t live in an ideal world. Here 
is where communism fails: you 
cannot force someone to change 
their heart. Perhaps we should 
stop seeking the ideal social system, 
because every social system is going 
to fail us in a sinful world. We can’t 
trust that changing the system is 
going to make everything well. 
First we have to focus on making 
sure our hearts have the right 
commitments, and then the social 
system can begin to bring healing 


Can it Exist? 


too. Perhaps we should begin by 
seeking the Kingdom of God. 

Although I believe you 
can’t say that Christianity and 
Communism is the same thing, 
| do believe that Christian 
Communism can exist. If 
there was ever a_ self-governing 
community not responsible to a 
higher-governing body, made up 
entirely of Christians, where each 
individual trusted the leaders with 
their property and possessions, 
and where nobody ever fell to the 
temptation of greed, then we could 
have Christian Communism. This 
is not a likely scenario though. 
What we can and should do is 
invite God into our hearts, obey His 
commands, and follow the example 
of the early church. Only then can 
all men live as brothers. 


Communism - All our hopes in a basket of Atheists 


| 


KEVIN BRATCHER 
SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 


mass migration of Christian 

conservatives to the communist 
party of Canada, wherever its few 
loyalists reside, | feel it is necessary 
to redefine - or reeducate”you 
on (to use a communist term)- 
communism, as presented in last 
issue’s article. 

Communism is a_ political 
ideology which inevitably calls 
upon government to provide the 
guidance and motivation (albeit 
“temporary” ) to bring us to utopia. 
Communism is also an ideology 
which makes a god of utopia. 
Like all ideologies it identifies 
a problem with the world as it 
is - in this case capitalism - and 
declares a holy war upon it. The 
war plan of this particular ideology 
involves actively denouncing and 
suppressing religion through force 
and through demonizing it as a 
tool of the phantom elite. The plan 
also involves the oppressed masses 
surrendering whatever power 
they have to the government so 
that it can bring about the dreams 
of its founders. And, inevitably, 
communism as an ideology involves 
“suppressing” every detractor from 
the holy path towards a utopia, a 
utopia which only mankind could 
possibly bring about. 

However, the government was 
never intended to be a provider unto 
the people. We as individuals, and 
the church as a body, are called to 
use our gifts responsibly so that we 
and our neighbors have all that we 
need. The purpose of government, 
then, was to administer the power 
of the sword - the power of justice, 
of punishment, and of laws. The 
Bible never says anything about 
the government having the power 
of the cornucopia. We as Christians 
tend to assume - especially in a 
relatively economic-socialist style 
country such as Canada - that 
because the Bible says we must care 
for our neighbors, it is necessary 
for the government to mandate 
and patrol each individual as they 
fulfil that calling in their life. We 
assume, as did Marx and Lenin, 
that the government must take an 
active role in reallocating money 
from people to the poor, because 
sinful people will inevitably fall 
short in responsibly taking care of 
each other. 

This idea is flawed, if only because 
it assumes that the  sinfulness 
of individuals could never so 
thoroughly corrupt the government. 
The idea that a group of very well 
paid, very powerful, very important 
people will somehow set aside their 
own innate greed and pride in 


I: hopes of forestalling any 


order to accomplish the goals of 
the greater good is naive at best if 
one truly believes in the depravity 
of all men. One could even argue 
that the success of democracy lies 
not simply in the election of all 
of its officials, but also in the fact 
that such a large body of ruling 


“thus millions — of 
dollars are poured into 
raising 20-50 year 
old couch potatoes, 
the general response 
of people is that the 
government needs to do 
MORE for the people. 
The government needs to 
GIVE more to the people. 
It’s time for people to 
wake up and realize that 
putting the responsibility 
of the individual into the 
hands of the government 
is nothing more than a 
surrendering of our calling 
as Christian neighbors.” 


individuals - each with different 
ideologies and backgrounds 
than the next- are more likely 
to call each other to account 
(read “bicker endlessly”) than to 
establish dictatorial mandates. 


Thus, because communism as an 
ideal of perfect equality requires 
that the government impress its 
uniform will upon the people, (thus 
requiring some form of powerful 
(read “dictatorial”) government), 


it is inevitable that those few ruling 
individuals will end up oppressing 
the people rather than aiding them. 
Essentially, then, all communism 
really accomplishes is the raising 
of a number of idealists up to the 
elite class, whereupon they will 
undoubtedly solidify the ranks of 
many of their new peers, while 
standing upon the backs of the 
people who galled them savior. 

The fallibility of sovernmentis only 
part of the prdtlem, however. I feel 
it is necessary to clarify my earlier 
statement about the government's 
duty in God's kingdom, even if only 
to point out that if we as Christians 
accept that the government is to 
be the motivator and provider 
through which Christian equality 
is to be achieved, then we are- 
whether through sin or innocence- 
surrendering a great portion of 
our individual responsibility to 
seek the same goal. You can haze 
the statistics all you want, but if 
modern history has shown us one 
thing about the welfare state, it 
is that whatever the government 
presumes to provide for the 
poor will be something which 
responsible individuals can strike 
off their list of responsibilities. That 
the government, corporate body 
that it is, always manages to fail to 
some degree at providing for the 
needs of the individuals is generally 
ignored. Thus you end up with 
situations such as we have in the 
Americas today where government 
welfare systems simply are not 
properly providing for the best 
and basic needs of the poor, but 
the only solution people can come 
up with is that the government can 
fix it. Despite the fact that welfare 
and unemployment often create a 
large percentage of freeloaders, and 


thus millions of dollars are poured 
into raising 20-50 year old couch 
potatoes, the general response 
of people is that the government 
needs to do MORE for the people. 
The government needs to GIVE 
more to the people. It’s time for 
people to wake up and realize that 
putting the responsibility of the 
individual into the hands of the 
government is nothing more than 
a surrendering of our calling as 
Christian neighbors. God calls us 
as individuals to provide for our 
fellow man, and we won't be doing 
that properly so long as we can 
pretend the government is. 

What was taught by Jesus and 
the apostles is, very simply put, 
not communism. Karl Marx, the 
true father of communism, and 
Lenin- a simple protégée and 
inevitable outworking of the ideals 


of communism- would both have 
denounced Jesus as a charlatan who 
intentionally blinded the poor to the 
oppression of the elite. What Jesus 
taught, however, was the individual 
responsibility of all men to provide 
for the very basic needs of their 
fellow man (note that Jesus said 
you should lend your coat to a man, 
not your entire house- but that’s a 
discussion for another article). It 
is inherently a system which only 
works as long as men are guided by 
conscience (read “what remains of 
our perfect nature from before the 
fall”) and by the Holy Spirit to do 
good things. It is a system which 
has worked remarkably well in this 
fallen world, and which can work in 
the future- But only so long as we're 
willing to man up to the calling of 
personal responsibility. 
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very year, your experiences 
EH culminate under an 

impeccably grey-shaded 
blanket. If you lift the cover, you'll 
be confronted with a series of 
events, emotions and enigmas 
that could only fit into an entity 
as unique and complex as your 
own. Some of these particulars you 
might remember in a positive light; 
other particulars, not so much. 
There has been so much going 
on that sometimes you can’t keep 
track of what's good and what's 
bad, and the grey shades cover 
your distinguishing judgment. 
But that’s for the best, perhaps, 
as this can leave room for moral 
stability, sanity, and reflection. 
Few things that occur in your 
lifetime are of a completely good 
or completely bad genus, and 
categorizing your experiences 
as either one of these two would 
significantly limit your capacity 
for enjoyment in life. Taking things 
as they come and evaluating the 
positive and negative aspects of 
each experience will give way to 
balanced perspective and healthy 
critical thought. 


<= TONED 
Paes 


Thanksgiving provides an 
opportunity for you to reflect 
on what has happened and take 
a peek under the grey-shaded 
blanket, considering things from 
both angles. You might joyously 
unravel a memory where you felt 
incredibly happy, experiencing 
love and peace. You might just as 
easily stumble into a darker shade 
of grey, when you felt completely 


devastated and alone. There is little 
to rejoice over remembering such 
occurrences, but you realize that 
you've persevered through it all, 
and have perhaps become stronger 
because of it. This does not mean, 
however, that you should feel 
obligated to be thankful that such 
tragic things transpired. 


“One should not 
necessarily be thankful for 
everything that happens in 
life. If a tragic occurrence 

takes place—whether it 
affects you directly or 
not—a great pain has been 
inflicted, which is not 
something to celebrate.” 


One should not necessarily 
be thankful for everything 
that happens in life. If a tragic 
occurrence takes place— whether 
it affects you directly or not—a 
great pain has been inflicted, which 
is not something to celebrate. 
Searching for the bright side of a 
tragic situation can be helpful, but 
expressing thanks when suffering 
occurs is not a symptom of 
optimism. Rather, this complicates 
sentimentality and can lead 
to feelings of resentment from 
affected parties. Being thankful for 
loss, either on your own behalf or 
another’s, is counterproductive to 
finding a sense of realization or 
sympathy, and will do little but 
force the situation into a superficial 
or insensitive corner. 


Some may argue that the coin is 
double-sided —that considering the 
positive aspects a tragic situation 
may bring to light can allow 
thankfulness. However, I would 
disagree with such an evaluation. 
Tragic circumstances can cause 
people to do desperate things —for 
example, during the 9/11 crisis, 
millions of people around the 
globe joined together in churches 
to pray for the state of the world, 
While this may have brought 
unity between individuals and 
nations, many participants were, 
and still are, not religious. | am 

by no means attacking their right 
to be in church; obviously, they 
have the same rights as anyone 
else. But the tragedy brought 
about arguably forced unity and 
faith, and because people were 

in a state of vulnerability and 
terror, they desperately clung 
onto hope outside of their normal 
life. The fact that the States and 
other countries united together is 
a positive thing; but to 
say that the thousands 
of lives lost duriny 9/11 
was positive because of 
this is wrong, 9/11 was 

a tragedy thatnobedy 
should ever be thankful 
for; the aftermath was 
forced out of desperation 
from terrorism. The coin 
has only one side until 
the tragedy strikes; then, 
anew coin is bornout 
of it. Like these coins, 
events such as these two 
should not be considered 
in the same vein when it 
comes to thankfulness. 
Be thankful that people 


Balancing Thanksgiving 


united, but don’t be thankful that 
the tragedy occurred. 


However, not all sad events 
are tragic, and some occurrences 
may allow for thankfulness with 
grieving. To illustrate this point, I 
will use an example from my own 
personal life and an event that 
did not directly affect me as an 
individual. When my grandfather 
passed away recently, | was 
thankful that he will never suffer 
again, but I am not thankful for 
never being able to see him again 
or that my dad and grandmother 
have lost a father and husband. 
Also, we can be thankful that there 
is a date in mind to pull North 
American troops out of Lraq, 
but should not be thankful that 
thousands of people have died 
already, and that the war in the 
East is still going on. While we can 
balance considering the positive 
along with the negative aspects 
of events as we experience them, 
we should not be thankful for 


everything that happens in life. 


Experiences are a part of life, 
and they’ve shaped us all, whether 
in a positive or negative way. The 
real challenge that exists when 
reflecting on past ones, however, 
lies not in whether or not you 
can consider them in a positive 
or negative light, but whether 
you should. This Thanksgiving, 
perhaps you'll take a peek 
underneath that grey-shaded 
blanket and remember some of 
the things that you are and are 
not thankful for. But remember 
that most importantly, you have 
persevered to the present moment 
and can still care for the things 
that matter most to you, whether 
they be family, friends, fresh air, or 
financial records. And that’s worth 
feeling thankful for. 


Broken in the Beauty: A Call to Right Poetry 


PETER FRIESWICK 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 


t Redeemer’s first poetry 
reading of the year, 
professing Christian 


and poet D.S. Martin opened his 
reading by exploring poetry's 
role in today’s society. Martin 
can be compared with the Old 
Testament psalmists, who found 
a way through the pain of their 


HINA INLAND MISSION 


Would Not Be Swallowed 


D. §, Martin 


distressing circumstances to take 
refuge in their beautified saviour. 
According to Martin’s assessment, 
it is the poet's responsibility to 
examine the brokenness in every 
aspect of creation and to find the 
beauty in it. 

This is a lovely idea, but it doesn’t 
completely do justice to God's 
world as we know it. Striving to 
always present the beautiful side 
of our brokenness in poetry is an 


attractive ideal, 
but is ultimately 
unrealistic and 


unhelpful. 

It is not realistic to 
believe that as poets 
(or believers) we 
can or should find 
the beauty in the 
tragedy. Not every 
story this side of 
heaven has a happy 
ending —some 
stories aren't happy 
on either side. The 
world we live in 
is disturbingly 
alienated from God, 
and the further it 
is removed from 
Him, the further it 
removes itself from 
the inherent beauty 
God placed in it. 
This does not mean 
that beautiful things 
cannot come out 
of brokenness, but 
it does mean that 
we will not always 
be able to see their 
aesthetic qualities, 


While it is pleasing to write 
psalm-like poems that mirror the 
rise and fall of faith in the midst of 
doubt, we have torealize that even 
the Bible does notalways condone 
the search for beatty in evil. Psalm 
88, for example, does not leave 
the reader with newfound hope, 
but the depressing thought that 
God has not helped the psalmist, 
substituting his ose friends for 
utter darkness. Oi consider God’s 
servant, Job: God never offers this 
righteous man an explanation 
for his suffering. Vhile we get to 
see the bigge? Ptrpose from our 
vantage point imhistory, all Job 
is told that God & God, and he is 
not—so stopping isking questions 
and be quiet. 

Not only iSit unrealistic to 
continually sift though ugly, evil 
things in a hunt or beauty—it is 
also unhelpful. If the first place, 
being able to puta positive spin 
on an awtul -_— does not 
negate the horror it, and doing so 
only appears to isensitively push 
past the human Med to grieve. In 
the second place sugar coating 
ugliness {or OMers, providing 
possible answeFS$ for their pain, 
teaches them tht there is a 
beautiful ansWeP lr every one of 
life’s problems. This is not always 
true—not this side of heaven. 

Poets ™ to realize that 
sometimes What Pople need more 
than comfort, 18 discomfort with 
the harsh reality of life, Jonathan 
Edwards realized this when he 
preached his Sinners in the Hands 
of an Ansty “d" sermon, For 
people te truly len and repent 


of serious evil, they need to be 
confronted with the unadulterated 
consequences of evil and be 
horrified by it. 

Since this is true, some would 
argue that as long as dwelt on 
brokenness results in something 
good, the broken thing is beautiful. 


“Like Job, not all our 
questions get answered. 
Like the psalmist, we can 

all relate at one time or 

another to feelings of 
loneliness, darkness, and 

God's rejection. Even Jesus, 
God Himself, knew as a man 
what it was to feel the deep, 

scathing ugliness in the 

universe...” 


No it is not. It's redemptive. The 
outcome might be positive, but the 
thing itself is not; it is still ugly. This 
is like suggesting that the action 
of a police officer killing a hostage 
taking terrorist is beautiful. While 
it is a good thing that the hostage 
was saved, the terrorist still died. In 
celebrating the triumph of the police 
officer and safety of an innocent life, 
we are also celebrating the death of 
a person (albeit a wicked one) made 
in God's image, If this is our concept 
of beauty, than it is flawed, because 
it involves death, a curse given at 
the Fall, which is not a beautiful 
thing, and which was not part of 


God's original plan for creation. 

Let's face it; because our world 
is broken and because God is God, 
there are some things that only He 
will ever know. Like Job, not all 
our questions get answered. Like 
the psalmist, we can all relate at 
one time or another to feelings of 
loneliness, darkness, and God's 
rejection. Even Jesus, God Himself, 
knew as a man what it was to feel 
the deep, scathing ugliness in the 
universe and cried out, “My God, 
my God, why have you forsaken 
me?” (Mark 15:34), 

If this is true, then the call for us 
as poets and believers is the same; 
not to sanctify sin, nor call down 
curses on God's creation, but to 
examine the world around us and 
to rightly speak truth into it. We 
are to scrutinize the lives we've 
been given and the experiences that 
happen to us and find the revealed 
truth of God in it. Searching for this 
truthfulness may mean ruthlessly 
exposing the flawed brokenness 
in the beauty the world so highly 
esteems, it may mean finding 
beauty in the brokenness, and it 
may mean finding brokenness 
without beauty (which causes us to 
rely even more on our gracious God 
for support). What we must write 
about these discoveries may not be 
pretty, but it will be right, because it 
will be the truth, 
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Getting Greener for Election Day 


In light of the recent anti- and 
pro-Conservative articles, | 

feel compelled to refresh the 
student political front with some 
environmental awareness. In other 
words, be aware that the Green 
Party of Canada is running in this 
election, 


The Green Party has been slowly 
but surely pushing their way 
forward over the past 25 years 
since their formation, with their 
first member Blair Wilson entering 
Parliament just this past August. 
Their staunch activism for all 
things green has led to some 
doubt regarding their potential to 
effectively run a country. However, 


this kind of honesty is uncommon 
in political parties, and their 
unabashed advocacy of preserving 
this country’s environmental 
downfall before stabilizing the 
economic efficiency has only 

led to recognized opposition. 
Their repeated exclusion in 
debates in 2004 and lack of 
received invitations in 2006 from 
the Government of Canada to 
participate in Parliament sessions 
has only caused the Party to gain 
momentum and inspirationally 
come out of the closet. 


Now, the Green Party has made 
its way to the forefront of the 
political phenomenon, and 

their leader Elizabeth May has 
already negotiated with Liberal 
Party leader Stéphane Dion to 
cooperate with an environmental 
platform. They have a shared 
interest, manifested in their 


desire to dethrone and defeat the 
Conservatives, Unfortunately for 
the Conservatives, the Green Party 
smashes the CPC environmental 
policies six feet underground. 
Whether this smashing victory will 
be reflected on Election Day is yet 
to be determined; nevertheless, 

the Green Party is increasingly 
building their presence in Canada, 
and it’s only a matter of time before 
their superior organic architecture 
crumbles the industrial strongholds 
of competing parties. 


THE CROWN 


Election Day 


Modesty: A Little Taste of Heaven? 
The Skirt Test 


Is It Okay To Be Sexy? 


SHARON L. BRATCHER 
SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 


If a female comes to church wearing 
a miniskirt and a revealing blouse, 
and you ask her if she is attempting 
to look sexy, she will say no. 

But if you ask a fashion designer 
how to make a young woman look 
sexy, she will suggest wearing a 
miniskirt and a revealing blouse. 

If you ask a young woman at 
church whether the upper thighs 
and the breasts she is revealing to 
all should encourage a man to have 
thoughts of sex, she will say no. 

But if you ask a male whether 
the upper thighs and the revealed 
breasts encourage him to have 
thoughts of sex, if he’s honest, he 
will tell you yes, 

There is self-deception, and 
there is truth. Those who say that 
“revealing” clothing is not intended 
to be sexy are those who rationalize 
their their daughters’ 
But ask a store 
clerk, a non-Christian, or a child 
who watches TV “how to be sexy.” 
They will say, “If you've got it, 
flaunt it!” and “This is how to get a 
guy’s attention!” 

That is what it is all about. A 
female wants a male’s attention, and 
many guys stare when there is more 
skin to see. They might even grin. 
The female feels desired, and sexy, 
and acceptable and thinks she has 
“nothing to be ashamed of.” 

All around us we hear the 
message that if we are not ashamed 
of our bodies, we will reveal more 
skin to others. Therefore, some 
think that if they do not reveal 
their bodies to others, they must 
be ashamed of them. For example, 
Reader's Digest recently featured a 
back cover soap ad with a woman 
in her underwear that said “We 


Own OF 
clothing choices. 


applaud women with courage and 
Ridiculous. 

I overheard a plastic surgeon's 
presentation about the wonders of 
liposuction. She showed before and 
after pictures, and her conclusion 
was _ that 
wear a bikini to the beach without 
fear.” Really. Since when did that 
become the all important goal in 
life? “Mommy, when I grow up 
I want to have the kind of body 
that is judged by Hollywood to be 
perfect enough so that I can wear 
a bikini on the beach and prove 
myself to everyone there.” 

This is wrong on so many 


self-esteem.” 


“this woman can now 


levels. 

First of all, whether we have that 
“perfect body” or not, we do not 
have to prove anything to anybody. 
God made us as we are, and we owe 
no one an apology for our height, 
frame, hair, nose, freckles, moles, 
teeth, legs, or any other part (and 
our weight is between us and Him.) 
No one has the right to tease us, 
taunt us, or belittlke what God has 
created; it only proves that person 
to be unkind, rude, and proud. 
The teen movies are especially full 
of this sort of behavior, as though 
being a “teenager” gives one a 
license to sin. 

Secondly, even if we have a 
perfect body, other people don’t 
have a “right” to see it. God tells 
females to be modest in their dress 
and while ladies stand around 
arguing about skirt lengths, men 
know what turns their thoughts sin- 
ward. Our bodies should be a well- 
kept secret that is joyfully revealed 
only to our husbands. They are not 
something to show around, There 
is no need to reveal more skin to 
attract a godly man ~ in fact, many 
men will lower their opinion, even 
if they did stare. 


Thirdly, we dress for the eyes of 
others, so others’ eyes should be 
lt is self-centered to 
distract others, to care only about 
what we desir or like, or to spend 
our days focusing on ourselves, 
our needs, our looks, or even our 
weight. Our bodies are temples of 
the Holy Spirit and others should 
take joy in our colors and style that 
fit the location and occasion. We 
can, and should look beautiful. 

What does “ashamed” 
mean, anyway? It refers to 
embarrassment, but focuses on 
one’s own responsibility for an act, 
whether it is !oolish, improper or 
immoral. 

From this we conclude that one 
should only be ashamed of one’s 
direct actions - never of how one 
has been created by God, or of 
how one’s body has changed over 
the years due to childbirth, hard 
work and the stresses of caring for 
others. 

Rather, one ought to be ashamed 
of wearing clothing that tempts 
men to sin. Especially during a 
worship service. 

God is not against sex. He created 
it! He designed women and men to 
be attracted to one another often 
when they are married. The time 
to be sexy is in your own bedroom 
with your OWn husband. If God 
blesses you With a spouse, you'll 
probably have many, many years to 
enjoy attracting him. 

You don’t need to attract anyone 
else. 


considered. 


I Corinthians 6:12, 18-20; 13:4-6 


“All things are lawful for me, but not 
all things are helpful...” 


“Flee from sexual immorality. Every 
other sin a person commits is outside 
the body, but the sexually immoral 
person sins against his own body. Or 
do you not know that your body is a 
temple of the Holy Spirit within you, 
whom you have from God? You are 
not your own, for you were bought 
with a price. So glorify God in your 
body.” 


“Love is patient and kind; love does 
not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 
or rude. It does not insist on its own 
way; it is not irritable or resentful; it 
does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but 

rejoices with the truth.” 


ost skirts, even short 
ones, cover a female’s 
“below-the-waist” area 


as long as she is standing or 
walking across a room. However, 
if she is considering wearing a 
short skirt, or a “slit” skirt, she 
ought first to model it with her 
mother, her friend, or her husband 
doing the following skirt test: 


1. Sitting and Crossing Legs: Ask 
your “assistant” to sit across from 
you. Can you remain modest 
while sitting facing someone else? 
Be sure to try out knees together, 
legs crossed, and moving from one 
position to another. 


2. Bending: Ask your 
assistant to stand or sit behind you. 
Can you bend over a table to pick 
up something, or bend over to lift 
a child or a package, without being 
too revealing? 


3. Stairways: Ask your 
assistant to stand at the bottom of 
a stairwell that has plenty of open 
area between spokes. Can you 
walk up and down the without 
someone being able to see your 
underthings? 


4. Vehicles: Ask your 
assistant to stand or sit across from 
your car door. Can you get into 
and out of a vehicle (including the 
back seat) modestly? 


If your answer to any of 
these questions is “no” then you 
should not buy or wear that skirt/ 
dress. Perhaps you didn’t even 
realize what everyone else was able 
to see. 


There are SO many 
beautiful skirts available currently 
in many stores, that one doesn’t 
even need to learn to sew in order 
to look modestly beautiful. 


We have to bear in mind 
that many people are looking at us 
whenever we are out in public, and 
that we cannot see what they view. 
Christian love should limit our 
“freedom.” 


Suggested websites for finding 
stylish, modest clothes 


www.diviinemodestee.com [JON 
- include a picture from their 
website if possible 


Hannah Lise 

9328 Barak Avenue 
Seffner, FL 33584 
877-733-7200 


Just Google “modest clothing” and 
you will find many more 
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CAMPUS NEWS 


Appreciating God’s 


Student Senate 
is Back! 


IE 
ALEX CHANDLER 
SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 


nother year at Redeemer is 

in full swing, with the first 

month already behind us! 
September was filled with course 
changes, scrambling for textbooks, 
meeting porch-mates, and many 
late nights. Just as always, it 
served as an all around time of 
adjustment to our new routines, 
and settling in to our home-away- 
from-homes for the coming year. As 
Redeemer students, new and old, 
it is important to know that you 
have your Student Senate here to 
serve you. However, here is where 
it can get a little fuzzy. What exactly 
does this group of student body 
representatives do? 

Senate’s role here at Redeemer 
is multi-faceted. We organize 
activities, address issues and 
concerns of the students, act as an 
overseer for senate-run clubs, and 
more. Our vision this year is, “To 
fulfill our obligations to the school 
with the servant leadership Christ 
displayed by washing the feet of 
his disciples. We will bring our best 
to the Redeemer Community with 
love, compassion and a fairness 
deserved by every student.” 

One role, and probably the 
most commonly recognized, is 
represented through our Activities 
and SASC (Spiritual Activities 
and Services Committee) Chairs. 
Entertaining and spiritually 
strengthening events such as 
coffee houses, hotspots, fall/winter 
entreats/retreats and Spring 
Banquet are a few examples of the 
activities in which these committees 
invest their time and energy. 
Secondly, Senate strives to 
the and 
faculty; addressing their issues and 


hear voices of students 
concerns. We meet every Tuesday 
night not only to go over upcoming 
activities and events, but to discuss 
the issues that have been raised. 
It is our goal to meet the needs of 
our fellow students, and to take the 
time to uncover ways in which this 
can be done. We are aware that an 
ongoing concern is the bus system, 
and as any progress is made in this 
we commit to communicate 


these developments back to the 


area, 


students. For example, earlier 
this year the issue of night busses 
was addressed. Upon hearing 


feedback from students, we were 


able to solve this problem, and 
assure that night busses are always 
available to bring home students 
from night class. Student Senate 
also works with alongside the 
Board of Governors, and just a few 
weekends ago our Senate President 
spent his Saturday in meetings with 
the Board, representing the student 
body. 

A third major role of Senate is 
administrative, as the overseers 
of many student-run clubs at 
Redeemer. Some of these clubs and 
committees include CITB (Church 
in the Box), Yearbook, Tae Kwon 
Do and HO, just to name a few. 
It is important to us to be a part 
of all these clubs, as the students 
who we represent commit much 
of their time and energy to running 
these clubs. This past week, Senate 
spent Monday-Thursday _ night 
meeting with all these clubs as 
they presented their budgets for 
the coming year. The following 
Saturday, Senate gathered to 
discuss the distribution of Senate’s 
budget. We take this time to assure 
careful decisions are made, as we 
respect that this money is coming 
from everyone's student fees. 

All of us on Senate are excited 
about the upcoming year, to work 
as a team, but also alongside 
the entire student body. We 
need student input in order to 
understand where best to commit 
our time in serving the Redeemer 
Community. Already this year, 
through your votes, we welcomed 
Catherine Hordyk, Tara Joy Ubbens 
and Corrina teBokkel as our new 
First Year Senators, as well as Jody 
Van Dorp as our new MIC (Mature, 
International and Commuter) 
Representative. Nevertheless, 
involvement does not have to end 
with putting the ballot in the black 
box! Sit in at our meetings, stop by 
the office and visit, suggest ways 
to improve, and how we can serve 
you better. We are representing 
you; be sure that your 
heard! Our prayer this year is that 
we may come together as a school, 
allowing God to mold Senate into 
the representatives He intends us 
to be, and the representatives you 


voice is 


have trusted we will be. Through 
focusing on God's will for this year, 
we will strive to best represent and 
serve the school with which he has 
blessed us all. 


Workmanship Through 
the Poetry of D.S. Martin 


LAURA KONYNDYK 
JUNIOR STAFF WRITER 


or the poet, inspiration can 

come from anywhere. For D.S. 

Martin, a suitcase of letters 
from when his grandparents were 
missionaries in China served as 
the raw material for his anthology, 
So the moon would not be 
swallowed. The title of his newest 
anthology, Poiema , is taken from 
the book of Ephesians. Translated, 
the means “we are God's 
workmanship.” During his poetry 
reading last Wednesday, D.S. 
Martin spoke about how important 
it is for us to be mindful of God’s 
creativity and artistry. We can see 
examples of God’s workmanship 
in each _ other, and 
individually. We can also see it in 
the creation around us. 

As a music reviewer, D.S. Martin 
fell in love with the song lyrics of 
Daniel Lanois, Bob Dylan and Joni 
Mitchell. As a poet, Martin is able 
to take his love of language and 
write about the world in ways that 
are original and jarring. Much of 
his poetry draws attention to the 
unnoticed or overlooked examples 
of beauty surrounding us. He 
described his vocation as an exercise 
in “finding beauty in the broken 
concrete of our world.” Martin sees 
it as the artist’s job to seek order 
amongst the chaos, even though 
the world we live in is often strange 
and befuddling» He *ook this idea 
one step further, suggesting that 
a close investigation of creation 
might pull us in an unexpected 
direction. Beauty in nature tends 
to point to mysterious, unsettling 
truths. He used the example of 
autumn leaves, reminding us that 
the gorgeous orange of a leaf in the 
fall contradicts its dying. 

When asked about his thoughts 
on the being a labelled a Christian 
Martin was more than 
willing to express his views on 
the subject. He argued that once 
we begin writing poetry, we begin 
wrestling with spiritual 
One may discover his or her faith 
in the process of constructing a 
poem, even if his or her work does 
not reference Christ directly. He 
explained that poetry pushes us to 


word 


rar lectively 


poet, 


issues, 


dig very deep and consider the big 
questions - many of which revolve 
around the relationship we have 
with our creator. When asked about 
the impact he wants his work to 
have on his readers, Martin rephied 
that he hopes it will inspire people 
to “think about the things that 
matter.” He did not claim that his 
work exists to supply readers with 
answers; rather he hopes that his 
work will encourage others to ask 
questions and wrestle with ideas. 
Images of violence and 
brutality into some of 
the darker poems that Martin 
read to his audience, particularly 
in the selections from his earlier 
anthology, So the Moon Would not 
be Swallowed. A few of the other 
poems he shared proved that a 


entered 


poet has the freedom to explore the 
lighter, more playful sides of life as 
well. Martin read us an extremely 
clever poem about the plight of a 
grocery cart and shared a poem 
about the appreciation he has for 


his wife’s baking. Clearly, no topics 
are off limits. 

While it is easy for most of us to 
look at asunrise and call it beautiful, 
we don’t always have the patience 
to appreciate the more subtle forms 
of beauty in our lives. The poetry of 
D.S. Martin pushes us to quiet our 
minds and see the world in vivid 
detail. valuable 
for a 


This is incredibly 
that 
down. Most importantly, his poetry 


society refuses to slow 


calls us to see eachother as works of 
art and not as strangers. 


ARTS & ENTERTAIMENT 


$700 Billion for the Markets and 
More for the Military 


PS SS ee eS 
IAN VAN HARTEN 
ASSISTANT COPY EDITOR 


his week President George 
Bush made an address to 

the United States concerning 
the market crisis which made front 
page news in most papers. He is 
urging Congress to pass a $700 
billion buy out of the markets, 
which would have the U.S. take on 
these struggling company’s debts 
hoping that stockholders will keep 
buying stocks in these companies 
now that they appear debt free. 
President said in his speech that 
the U.S. would go into a painful 
recession if this move is not made, 
many reporters are extremely 


of this strategy, | am not sure; 

but I think I know enough that 
now is not the time to increase 
military spending. However, as 
was reported in last Thursday’s 
Spectator, the U.S. House of 
Representatives passed a package 
that includes a pay raise for troops 
and billions of dollars for the 
wars in [rag and Afghanistan. The 
package totals $612.5 billion for 
national security and the wars, 
That is nearly the same amount 
as this buy out package. Was 

it not this funnelling of money 
into Iraq and the military (on 

top of other things like massive 
credit spending) that led to this 
economic trouble in the first 
place. Something is not right here. 


sceptical, even dumbfounded, as to 

this proposal’s potential help, and 

Congress so far has not passed it. 
As to the effectiveness 


Recipe of the 


Something is horribly, horribly 
wrong. 
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Anna Olson’s Perfect Pumpkin Pie 
(www.foodtv.ca) 

INGREDIENTS: 

Pastry 

* 6 tbsp cold unsalted butter 

* 6 tbsp cold vegetable shortening 

¢ 11/2 cups all purpose flour 

¢ 2 tbsp sugar 

¢ 1/2 tsp fine salt 

¢ 4to 5 tbsp ice water 


Pumpkin Pie 

¢ 2cups canned pumpkin 

* 3/4 cup light brown sugar, packed 
* 3 tbsp fancy molasses 

¢ 1 tsp cinnamon 

* 1/4 tsp ground nutmeg 

¢ 1/8 tsp ground cloves 

¢ 1/2 tsp fine salt 

* 3 large eggs 

* 11/3 cups whipping cream 

¢ 3 tbsp brandy or orange liqueur 


Spiced Whipped Cream 

* 1cup whipping cream 
* 2tsp sugar 

¢ 1/4tsp cinnamon 

* pinch nutmeg 


DIRECTIONS: 

Pastry 

1. For pastry, freeze butter and shortening for 30 minutes. Combine 
flour, sugar and salt in a large bowl. Using a box grater, grate the butter 
and shortening into flour. Toss this mixture with your fingers to coat the 
fats, breaking up lumps with your fingers as you go. The dough should 
be a rough, crumbly texture and take on a slight yellow tone. Add 3 Tbsp 
of the water and mix with a spatula or wooden spoon to bring dough 
together, adding a little more water if needed, Shape dough into a disc and 
chill for an hour before rolling. 


Pumpkin Pie 

1, Preheat oven to 400 degrees F. 

2. Ona lightly floured surface, roll out dough to just under “-inch thick, 
Dust the bottom of a 9-inch pie shell with flour and line with dough. Trim 
edges, keeping scraps to roll and cut for garnish, if desired. Chill while 
preparing filling. 

3. For filling, whisk pumpkin with brown sugar, molasses spices and 
salt. Whisk in eggs, then whipping cream and brandy or orange liqueur. 
Pour into chilled pie shell. 

4, Bake for 10 minutes, then lower temperature to 350 degrees F. and 
bake for 20 to 30 minutes, until filling puffs just a little around edges 
but still has a bit of jiggle in center when moved. Allow to cool to room 
temperature, then chill completely. 

5. To serve pumpkin pie warm, it is recommended to bake and chill 
completely, then re-warm in a 300 degrees F. oven for 15 minutes before 
slicing. Serve with spiced whipped cream. 


Spiced Whipped Cream 
1. Whip cream with sugar and spices until medium peaks form. Dollop 
over the pieces of pie. 


POEMS OF THE FORTNIGHT 


Performance Space 
By Bethany McMurray 


Sometimes warm and safe and 
holding 


But always Black, and always a Box, 


Sometimes cold and oppressive: 
uninviting 
But always a Box, always Black. 


Sometimes it is vast and daunting — 


freeing, flying 

But always Black, always a Box. 
It is small holding, comforting; 
compressing 

But always a Box, always Black. 


I see its flaws, its breaks, white in the 


walls 

I see its overall perfection 

But it is always in Coal and Cubic. 
Sometimes itis light and airy, 

But still Black, still a Box. 
Sometimes itis dark and gloomy 
But always Black and a Box 
Sometimes soft with velvet wraps- 
Hard corners come out and attack! 


But Always, always, always, always 


Let My Light Shine 
By Jocelyn Mulock 


This little light of mine, 
I’m gonna let it shine. 


Through the darkness, there's a 
ope, 


A thing to cling to: a rope. 
A tiny spark fills the night, 
This tiny spark is my light. 
Enemies and sin press me down, 


But I know He won't let me drown, 
Satan’s lies are everywhere, 

In the night, trying to scare. 

A tiny light that scatters dark, 

A tiny glow just to mark. 

That this is one, 

Where lights gathered and begun. 
A great big light 

That shines through the night. 
This light in me I will not hide, 
For in Christ, I abide. 


Vampires at Redeemer: 
The Stages of Vampirism and How to Avoid Being One 
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ampires at Redeemer: The 
Stages of Vampirism and 
How to Avoid Being One 

By Paul E. Callow 

Special to the Crown 


University life turns students 
into vampires. First, it sucks the 
lifeblood out of their wallets, and 
then if they let it, university sucks 
the marrow from their souls. 


The vampirification process 
occurs in three stages. The first 
stage is Assimilation. At the 
beginning of school, students invite 
themselves into each other’s dorms 
with the hope of becoming friends. 
They stay ou! late into the night and 
wake early in the morning. They 
display an unwillingness to attend 8 
a.m, classes. (hey look with horror 
in the mirror at the aftermath of the 
previous night's party. They are 
cordial, but politely gag at people 
in class who have been eating garlic 
bread, 


From here, would-be vampires 
move on to the second stage: 
Putrification. At this point, students 
no longer Want friends, but study 
partners, They search within select 
dorms for fresh blood. Students no 
longer remember what time they go 
to bed or wake up. They skip one or 
two morniny classes. They glance 
only long enough in the mirror to 
put on makeup to hide the bags 
underneath their eyes. Students in 
this condition are no longer polite, 
and sit two seats away from anyone 
who has been eating garlic bread. 


Should Putrification continue for 
more than two months, would-be 
vampires enter the third and final 
stage of Vampirification: Living 
Death. During this stage, students 
increasingly isolate themselves 
from others. They don’t sleep, 
because the living dead seldom 
do, and instead spend most of their 
time Facebook stalking or watching 
things on Youtube, Students who 
have degenerated this far refuse to 
look at themselves in the mirror, 
apply heavy layers of makeup to 
their increasingly pale faces, and 


rarely leave their dorms before 


twelve in the afternoon, Most 
human interaction takes place 
through MSN Messenger. They 


have lost all pretence of civility, 
and hiss and boo at anyone who 
has eaten garlic bread in the last 
two days. It is at this point that 
would-be vampires have become 
full fledged blood suckers. 


In order to combat this heinous 
evil, | have put together a list of 10 
easy things you can do to avoid 
turning into the next Redeemer 
Dracula. 


1. Eat garlic bread. Nothing 
prevents a person from 
turning into a blood leaching 
vampire like heavily seasoned 
garlic bread. Such bread is the 
staple of life. It has exfoliating 
properties. It cleanses the 
sinuses. In the very least, it 
keeps vampires away. 

2. Mingle with friends in well 
lit areas. Vampires live on the 
fringes of society. They only 
associate with people to suck 
their blood. The more you are 
around good friends the less 
likely you are to turn evil. The 
more you hang out in well lit 
areas the less likely you are 
going to bite or be bitten by 
someone: vampires never like 
to be seen biting. 

3. Wear clothes drenched in holy 
water. If you are turning into 
a vampire, the water will burn 
your undead skin off and cure 
you. Even if you are sure you 
not becoming a vampire, do 
this anyway. I hear the wet look 
is in vogue. 

4. Advice for guys: date a hot girl 
who carries a gun that shoots 
wooden stakes. Nothing scares 
male vampires more than a 
girl wielding a semi-automatic 
stake shooter. They hate girls 
like this more than they hate 
garlic bread. 

5. Advice for girls: be that hot girl 
who carries a gun that shoots 
wooden stakes, The boys will 
love you. 

6. Never, ever visit Redeemer’s 
financial department! Vampires 
live there in great abundance, 
waiting eagerly to suck dry 


the unsuspecting student. Only 
walk in there if you are a hot 
girl wielding a stake shooting 
gun, you are on the arm of a hot 
girl wielding a stake shooting 
gun, or you happen to be eating 
garlic bread. 

7. Go to bed at a decent time. 
Vampires hardly sleep. The 
more sleep you get, the less 
vampiresque you will become, 
and the more human you will 
stay. It is good to be human. 
Humans get to eat garlic bread. 

8. If you have trouble sleeping, 
record your prof’s lectures and 
listen to them at night. This 
needs no explanation. 

9. When you sleep, avoid sleeping 
in anything that resembles a 
coffin. Clothes make the man— 
coffins make the vampire. 
Sleeping in a coffin is one step 
away from being a vampire, 
and is just plain creepy, so don’t 
do it. Redeemer beds are iffy, 
because it is rumoured that 
they were designed by coffin 
makers, because Redeemer 
is short staffed in_ their 
financial department. Sleeping 
on couches or on chairs is 
acceptable. Never in 
Rule out sleeping in crypts 
as well, since doing so also 
generates depressingly dark, 
vampiresque which 
could turn you into a vampire if 
you're not careful, 

10. Be hospitable, not stupid. Don't 
invite anyone into your dorm 
if they’re face is heavily made 
up, they have fangs for teeth, 


boxes. 


feelings, 


and they’re wearing a black 
shirt that says, “I suck blood for 
fun.” Vampires can only come 
into your dorm to suck your 
blood if you let them in. [f they 
aren't invited in, they can’t suck 
your blood. This is Vampire 
Knowledge 101. 


OE REN TS |} ETL RE ARR RAR REEDS RNR TS 


€ 


" 


ANDREW VLASBLOM 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


emember the days when 

you would watch Saturday 

morning cartoons purely 
for their entertainment value? Sure 
you do, and you remember them 
for a reason. They hearken back to 
a time when your imagination was 
capable of trumping your critical 
faculties, lapping up thousands of 
improbable situations and enjoying 
countless universal inconsistencies. 
Suspension of disbelief was a thing 
of the future; going along for the 
ride wasn’t decided by whether you 
could permit such liberties. You 
went along for the ride because the 
most exciting stuff offered the most 
surefire escapist euphoria. And that 
euphoria couldn’t be trounced by 
anything but the reality of growing 
up. And now, here we are. All grown 
up. Or not. Come on, who's above a 
little escapist entertainment? 


For the sake of staying concise, 
I won't touch that list. Instead, 
I'll offer an example of what I’m 
getting at: Indiana Jones and the 
Kingdom of the Crystal Skull. Oh 
wait, no example necessary, I'll just 
get right to the point. 


What a film. I mean, this is 
madness. Who would have thought 
that Indiana Jones would ever fly 
off in a fridge that was blown up 
by a nuclear blast? Escapists, time 
to turn up the heat and step on 
the gas: the critical cops won't ever 
catch you at this rate. And if they do, 
fast forward the film. Shia LaBeouf 
will unleash rabid monkeys upon 
said villainous critics. They'll be so 
taken aback, they probably won't 
even notice those monkeys are CGI. 
Well, then again. 


Speaking of noticing stuff, who 
noticed that the story was stellar? 
Escapists, raise your hands! This 


Let’s Puta 


CONNOR LAFRAMBOISE 
SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 


n route back to 
from my home in Kingston, 


Redeemer 


Ontario, something occurred 
that I found to be rather interesting. 
Stopped at an intersection, three cars 
back, I sat quietly and waited for the 
light to turn green. Looking down 
the road to the corner, I noticed 
a man holding a sign. Waving 
the sign at each car as he walked 
closer towards mine, I could see 
he was deranged— crazy looking. 
His scraggly graying hair was tied 
up in a pony tail, and his face was 
covered with what I think may have 
been scarring. What I found more 
disturbing than any of my initial 
judgments of him, was the sinister 
smile that held onto his face as he 
stared down at each windshield. 
Nearing the windshield of my car, 
| pressed the automatic door locks 
as subtly as I could and tried to 
avoid looking him in the eyes. What 
occurred next startled me. Flipping 
sign, _ still 
grinning wildly as ever; he raised 
the sign in front of my windshield. 
The sign that had originally read 


over his cardboard 


“Spare” was flipped over to read 
“Smile.” Whether “spare” implied 
spare change or simply to spare a 
smile, the event crept through my 
mind, and as the light turned green 
and into the 


intersection, I couldn’t help but let 


the car moved out 
the creases of my cheeks rise in the 
faint resemblance of a smile, 

What was it about this nameless 
person? What caused him to do that 
strange act? I gathered my insight, 
and I found myself staring at a 
screen watching the new Batman: 
"he Dark Knight movie, making it 
my third time seeing it in theatres. If 
it was any other movie, it would be 
all right for you to tell me I have no 
life. However, I found as | listened 
to the lines orchestrated through 
the creative genius Christopher 
Nolan, | couldn’t help but feel that 
the deep and dark symbolism of 
Batman held more meaning than 
the simple elements of good and 
evil. Just a note of warning, there is 


a good possibility that I will ruin the 
movie for those of you who haven't 
seen it, so please stop reading if 
you intend to see it. The movie is 
extremely dark however, so another 
word of caution to those interested 
in it. The disparity of good and evil 
in this movie is like no other, with 
the protagonist played by Christian 
Bale as Batman and the antagonist, 
played by the late Heath Ledger as 
the Joker. There is also a third party 
to take into account for this movie, 
the wise young Harvey Dent, the 
district attorney to Gotham City, 
played by Aaron Eckhart. These 
three characters represented for me 
the archetypes of good and evil and 
the duality of human nature. 

The magnificent performance 
of Heath the Joker 
represents the pinnacle of evil. The 


Ledger as 


Joker, portrayed as a terrorist clown, 
is determined to bring Gotham City 
to its knees in despair. With makeup 
and scars forming a smile into 
his cheeks, the Joker continually 
fabricates stories of how the scars 
originated. The stories always end 
with an indefinite phrase coined 
into them: “Why so serious?” The 
joker seems to laugh at life and all 
of its pain while he encourages the 
viewer to do the same with his other 
favourite phrase: “Let’s put a smile 
on that face.” This line’s meaning 
is obviously deeper than the line 
“Why so serious,” because Joker is 
commenting on his own smile and 
his plan to make Gotham sickly 
happy in the face of pain and evil. 
In opposing form, Batman is the 
symbol for justice and hope in the 
city of Gotham, battling the Joker at 
every turn. Batman fights for what 
the Joker the “established 
order” by keeping Gotham free 
of crime and in the safe hands of 
moral 


calls 


Batman stands 
for morality and the established 
order at all costs. However, as the 
movie details, Batman is tired and 
begins to look for someone to take 


authorities, 


his place as the Gotham’s hero to 
stand against crime. 

The young, district attorney 
Harvey Dent, played by Aaron 
Eckhart, is the hero Gotham needs, 


and better yet, he doesn’t have to 


story is built on the foundations of 
giants--men who have been making 
it big for the past thirty years. That 
said, ...escapists, why no hands? 
Oh right, because the story was 
not stellar. It was, for the most part, 
filler to allow for the return of the 
legendary man in the hat. And isn’t 
that all that matters? That's right, 
escapists, you know the _ truth-- 
there’s no need to be apologetic 
for this film. It relies heavily on a 
formula that has worked so well in 
the past, and it’s being continued 
once again. Story and script do not 
cripple films, even if they do break 
the film’s brain. Consider a chicken: 
even when it has been decapitated, 
it is still capable of running around 
purposelessly. Like a chicken, films 
don’t need a brain to move along: 
they just need a brain to move along 
with a purpose. 


Does Crystal Skull have purpose, 
you might wonder? Well, that 
answer is a complicated one. The 


wear a mask. Locking up nearly half 
of Gotham’s criminals without the 
use of violence, Harvey Dent seems 
like the perfect hero to take Batman’s 
place. The Gotham D.A. implies 
that he makes his own fate when 
he is seen making his important 
decisions with the flip of a coin. His 
character hinges on this fact as he 
uses the coin to demonstrate that 
his life is destined. But whether it 
is destiny or chance that catches up 
with him, Harvey Dent's life takes 
an odd turn. When his girlfriend 
Rachel is murdered, and he is saved 
finds himself 
alone in Gotham General hospital. 
With the top half of his body 
charred from the explosion, Harvey 


instead of her, he 


comes to realize his girlfriend’s fate 
when he discovers the half-charred 
coin on his table stand beside his 
bed. The coin, which is actually 
double headed, Harvey had used as 
a pun on fate, but now it seemed to 
have a pun of its own. Remembering 
having given the coin to Rachel the 
last time he saw her, Harvey rips off 
the gauze covering part of his face 
to reveal himself as the character 
of Two-Face, another nemesis of 
Batman's revived straight from the 
comic book. 

What I found intriguing about 
this film was the symbolism of the 
conflict we all face in our lives. We 
have two choices: we can fight for 
good or we can fight for evil. This 
seems pretty simple, but the truth of 
the matter is that life isn’t trouble- 
free and the choice isn’t that easy. 
This is where we get the picture 
of Harvey Dent, the successor to 
Batman and the ultimate hero for 
good. As if by fate, chance has it in 
for Harvey, and the life that once 
had seemed virtuous becomes 
chaotic and frightful. Harvey is 
faced with the choice of getting 
revenge and giving up On good or 
continuing with his ambition to 
bring justice to the city of Gotham. 
Harvey can’t seem to decide, and 
as he ‘is trapped by his restraints 


in his hospital bed, the Joker 
suddenly appears to have a chat 
with Dent. The Joker convinces 


‘ 


Harvey that the “established order” 


is really made up of just a “bunch ot 


most faithful fans of the Indiana 
Jones series may feel the most 
ambivalent toward this, since the 
story does not serve a tremendous 
amount of development for the 
series. However, the story does 
bring back a character they’ve 
been waiting to see back on the big 
screen for nearly twenty years. And 
the treatment of Indy, courtesy of 
Harrison Ford, is nothing less than 
remarkable. 


Harrison Ford is, far and away, the 
highlight of this film. His devotion 
to the character’s 
coupled with 
mortal heroicness, makes for one 
of the most likeable adventure 
heroes in film history. Indy’s not 
the most challenging role that Ford 


attributes, 


his honest and 


has ever taken on, perhaps, given 
that he seems very much a part of 
the character; but this is integral 
to his role, as Ford brings to the 
table his human imperfections and 
undeniable charm, causing Indy 
to come alive. His chemistry with 
every character in the Indy universe 
has been spot-on, and there is little 
lacking in his performance here, 
save for the weakness of the script. 


There are many aspects of this 
Indiana Jones installment that can 
be loved: the reintroduction of 
Marion, the motorcycle chase in 
New Haven, the 50s setting, and the 
list goes on. I did not find that the 
alien angle detracted from the film 
significantly, though many argue 
it did. The negative aspects can 
easily be swiped aside for the sake 
of escapism, as this is what Indiana 
Jones adventures have only ever 
been intended to be. 


But the root of the problem for 
this adventure entry is its lack 
of adventure. The film is packed 
with action, decorative set pieces 
and lush environments, and there 
is travel enough in relation to 
locales--but there is something 


schemers” — that he was a schemer 


too and look where that got him. 
The Joker then gives Harvey a gun 
and gives him the opportunity 
to shoot him,so he can continue 
as a worker of justice. The Joker 
proposes that Harvey also has the 
choice to disrupt the established 
order and go after the people who 
really deserve it—the ones who are 
the real schemers. The Joker implies 
that Harvey is just “a dog chasing 
cars,” and he wouldn't know what 
to do with one if he caught it. 
Harvey Dent lets fate decide as he 
uses the flip of his half burnt coin 
to make his decision. The movie 
pans to the Joker as he walks away 
free with his “ace in the hole” in the 
fight for Gotham’s soul 

he real picture that I see in this 
we see everyday. 


movie is what 


| observe the constant struggle 
between the good and evil in all 
that 
hard to be like Batman who is as 
the Joker 


when 


of us. Sometimes [| find it’s 


states “incorruptible,” 


sometimes, “watching the 


THE CROWN 


missing from the film’s adventure 
aspect. Indy doesn’t get to do as 
much as in previous installments, 
the characters are not developed 
enough to really care about the 
artifact they are seeking, and there 
lacks a sense of urgency, or danger, 
that was felt in the others films. The 
adventure becomes, particularly in 
the latter half of the film, a family 
affair that depends too much on 
a comfortable formula and not 
enough on raising the stakes. For 
this complacency, the film’s climax 
seems slow and drawn-out, and 
there’s little to care about by the 
film’s end, save for one thing: this 
Indiana Jones. You'll be 
how adventurous 
this man was back in the day, and 
pull out Raiders of the Lost Ark. 
Then Temple of Doom. Then Last 
Crusade. And finally, Kingdom of 
the Crystal Skull. After watching 
them all in sequence, the flaws of 
this fourth entry may become even 
more apparent, but the adventure 
euphoria will last through and long 


is still 
reminded of 


after its ending. 


Kingdom of the Crystal Skull wasn’t 
made for the critics. It was made for 
escapism entertainment, and in that 
aspect, the film succeeds. It’s the 
weakest entry in the Indiana Jones 
series, perhaps, but it holds its own, 
and may inspire a new generation 
of moviegoers to visit one of the 
most beloved trilogies and heroic 
characters of the 80s for the first 
time. Although, I would wish that 
nobody’s children are introduced to 
Indy this way. 


Indiana Jones and the Kingdom 
of the Crystal Skull is available on 
DVD Tuesday, October 14th. 


Smile on That Face 


The 
question that now comes to mind 
who are you? The Joker's 
coined phrase, “Let's put a smile on 


world burn is just easier.” 


is— 
that face,” certainly illustrates the 
disconnection and the connection 
between all of us. Do you smile 
in the face of evil? Who are you? 
Do you smile out of victory, or 
smile sickly as the world burns— or 
are you the unsure dual-natured 
Harvey Dent, fighting for good, but 
at any moment ready to fall down 
in deteat. This brings me back to the 
man on the side of the street waving 
his sign at me, I’m not sure who he 
was. Another question was raised 
am |? 
illustrates a decision that | have to 
make, Am | going to help the world, 
hinder it, or give up in defeat? It's a 
question that we all have to ask. So 
what about you? Let’s put a smile 


instead: who This movie 


on that face. 
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emember the days when 

you would watch Saturday 

morning cartoons purely 
for their entertainment value? Sure 
you do, and you remember them 
for a reason. They hearken back to 
a time when your imagination was 
capable of trumping your critical 
faculties, lapping up thousands of 
improbable situations and enjoying 
countless universal inconsistencies. 
Suspension of disbelief was a thing 
of the future; going along for the 
ride wasn’t decided by whether you 
could permit such liberties. You 
went along for the ride because the 
most exciting stuff offered the most 
surefire escapist euphoria. And that 
euphoria couldn't be trounced by 
anything but the reality of growing 
up. And now, here we are. All grown 
up. Or not. Come on, who's above a 
little escapist entertainment? 


For the sake of staying concise, 
I won't touch that list. Instead, 
I'll offer an example of what I’m 
getting at: Indiana Jones and the 
Kingdom of the Crystal Skull. Oh 
wait, no example necessary, I'll just 
get right to the point. 


What a film. I mean, this is 
madness. Who would have thought 
that Indiana Jones would ever fly 
off in a fridge that was blown up 
by a nuclear blast? Escapists, time 
to turn up the heat and step on 
the gas: the critical cops won't ever 
catch you at this rate. And if they do, 
fast forward the film. Shia LaBeouf 
will unleash rabid monkeys upon 
said villainous critics. They'll be so 
taken aback, they probably won't 
even notice those monkeys are CGI. 
Well, then again. 


Speaking of noticing stuff, who 
noticed that the story was stellar? 
Escapists, raise your hands! This 
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n route back to Redeemer 

from my home in Kingston, 

Ontario, something occurred 
that I found to be rather interesting. 
Stopped at anintersection, three cars 
back, I sat quietly and waited for the 
light to turn green. Looking down 
the road to the corner, | noticed 
a man holding a sign. Waving 
the sign at each car as he walked 
closer towards mine, I could see 
he was deranged— crazy looking. 
His scraggly graying hair was tied 
up in a pony tail, and his face was 
covered with what I think may have 
been scarring. What I found more 
disturbing than any of my initial 
judgments of him, was the sinister 
smile that held onto his face as he 
stared down at each windshield. 
Nearing the windshield of my car, 
I pressed the automatic door locks 
as subtly as I could and tried to 
avoid looking him in the eyes. What 
occurred next startled me. Flipping, 
over his cardboard sign, _ still 
grinning wildly as ever; he raised 
the sign in front of my windshield. 
The sign that had originally read 
“Spare” was flipped over to read 
“Smile.” Whether “spare” implied 
spare change or simply to spare a 
smile, the event crept through my 
mind, and as the light turned green 
and the car out into the 
intersection, | couldn't help but let 


moved 


the creases of my cheeks rise in the 
faint resemblance of a smile. 

What was it about this nameless 
person? What caused him to do that 
strange act? | gathered my insight, 
and I found myself staring at a 
screen watching the new Batman: 
The Dark Knight movie, making it 
my third time seeing it in theatres. If 
it was any other movie, it would be 
all right for you to tell me I have no 
life. However, | found as | listened 
to the lines orchestrated through 
the creative genius Christopher 
Nolan, | couldn’t help but feel that 
the deep and dark symbolism of 
Batman held 


more than 


meaning 
the simple elements of good and 


evil. Just a note of warning, there is 


a good possibility that I will ruin the 
movie for those of you who haven't 
seen it, so please stop reading if 
you intend to see it. The movie is 
extremely dark however, so another 
word of caution to those interested 
in it. The disparity of good and evil 
in this movie is like no other, with 
the protagonist played by Christian 
Bale as Batman and the antagonist, 
played by the late Heath Ledger as 
the Joker. There is also a third party 
to take into account for this movie, 
the wise young Harvey Dent, the 
district attorney to Gotham City, 
played by Aaron Eckhart. These 
three characters represented for me 
the archetypes of good and evil and 
the duality of human nature. 

The magnificent performance 
of Heath the Joker 
represents the pinnacle of evil. The 


Ledger as 


Joker, portrayed as a terrorist clown, 
is determined to bring Gotham City 
to its knees in despair. With makeup 
and scars forming a smile into 
his cheeks, the Joker continually 
fabricates stories of how the scars 
originated. The stories always end 
with an indefinite phrase coined 
into them: “Why so serious?” The 
joker seems to laugh at life and all 
of its pain while he encourages the 
viewer to do the same with his other 
favourite phrase: “Let’s put a smile 
on that face.” This line’s meaning 
is obviously deeper than the line 
“Why so serious,” because Joker is 
commenting on his own smile and 
his plan to make Gotham sickly 
happy in the face of pain and evil. 
In opposing form, Batman is the 
symbol for justice and hope in the 
city of Gotham, battling the Joker at 
every turn, Batman fights for what 
the Joker “established 
order” by keeping Gotham free 


calls the 


of crime and in the safe hands of 


moral authorities, Batman stands 


for 


morality and the established 


order at all costs. However, as the 
movie details, Batman is tired and 
begins to look for someone to take 
his place as the Gotham’s hero to 
stand against crime 


The young district attorney 


Harvey Dent, played by Aaron 
Eckhart, is the hero Gotham needs, 
and better yet, he doesn’t have to 


story is built on the foundations of 
giants--men who have been making 
it big for the past thirty years. That 
said, ...escapists, why no hands? 
Oh right, because the story was 
not stellar. It was, for the most part, 
filler to allow for the return of the 
legendary man in the hat. And isn’t 
that all that matters? That's right, 
escapists, you know the truth-- 
there’s no need to be apologetic 
for this film. It relies heavily on a 
formula that has worked so well in 
the past, and it’s being continued 
once again. Story and script do not 
cripple films, even if they do break 
the film’s brain. Consider a chicken: 
even when it has been decapitated, 
it is still capable of running around 
purposelessly. Like a chicken, films 
don’t need a brain to move along: 
they just need a brain to move along 
with a purpose. 


Does Crystal Skull have purpose, 
you might wonder? Well, that 
answer is a complicated one, The 


wear a mask. Locking up nearly half 
of Gotham’s criminals without the 
use of violence, Harvey Dent seems 
like the perfect hero to take Batman's 
place. The Gotham D.A. implies 
that he makes his own fate when 
he is seen making his important 
decisions with the flip of a coin. His 
character hinges on this fact as he 
uses the coin to demonstrate that 
his life is destined. But whether it 
is destiny or chance that catches up 
with him, Harvey Dent's life takes 
an odd turn. When his girlfriend 
Rachel is murdered, and he is saved 
finds himself 
alone in Gotham General hospital. 
With the top half of his body 
charred from the explosion, Harvey 
comes to realize his girlfriend's fate 
when he discovers the half-charred 
coin on his table stand beside his 
bed. The coin, which is actually 
double headed, Harvey had used as 
a pun on fate, but now it seemed to 
have a pun of its own. Remembering, 
having given the coin to Rachel the 
last time he saw her, Harvey rips off 
the gauze covering part of his face 
to reveal himself as the character 
of Two-Face, another nemesis of 
Batman's revived straight from the 
comic book. 


instead of her, he 


What | found intriguing about 
this film was the symbolism of the 
conflict we all face in our lives. We 
have two choices: we can fight for 
good or we can fight for evil. This 
seems pretty simple, but the truth of 
the matter is that life isn’t trouble- 
free and the choice isn’t that easy. 
This is where we get the picture 
of Harvey Dent, the successor to 
Batman and the ultimate hero for 
good. As if by fate, chance has it in 
for Harvey, and the life that once 
had seemed virtuous becomes 
chaotic and frightful. Harvey is 
faced with the choice of getting 
revenge and giving up On good or 
continuing with his ambition to 
bring justice to the city of Gotham 
Harvey can’t seem to decide, and 


as he ‘is trapped by his restraints 


in his hospital bed, the Joke: 
suddenly appears to have a chat 
with Dent. The Joker convinces 


Harvey that the “established order’ 


is really made up of just a “bunch of 


most faithful fans of the Indiana 
Jones series may feel the most 
ambivalent toward this, since the 
story does not serve a tremendous 
amount of development for the 
series. However, the story does 
bring back a character they've 
been waiting to see back on the big 
screen for nearly twenty years. And 
the treatment of Indy, courtesy of 
Harrison Ford, is nothing less than 
remarkable. 


Harrison Ford is, far and away, the 
highlight of this film. His devotion 
to the  character’s attributes, 
coupled with his honest and 
mortal heroicness, makes for one 
of the most likeable adventure 
heroes in film history. Indy’s not 
the most challenging role that Ford 
has ever taken on, perhaps, given 
that he seems very much a part of 
the character; but this is integral 
to his role, as Ford brings to the 
table his human imperfections and 
undeniable charm, causing Indy 
to come alive. His chemistry with 
every character in the Indy universe 
has been spot-on, and there is little 
lacking in his performance here, 
save for the weakness of the script. 


There are many aspects of this 
Indiana Jones installment that can 
be loved: the 
Marion, the motorcycle chase in 
New Haven, the 50s setting, and the 
list goes on. I did not find that the 
alien angle detracted from the film 
significantly, though many argue 
it did. The negative aspects can 
easily be swiped aside for the sake 
of escapism, as this is what Indiana 
Jones adventures have only ever 
been intended to be. 


reintroduction of 


But the root of the problem for 
this adventure entry is its lack 
of adventure. The film is packed 
with action, decorative set pieces 
and lush environments, and there 
is travel enough in relation to 


locales--but there is something 


schemers” — that he was a schemer 


too and look where that got him. 
The Joker then gives Harvey a gun 
and gives him the opportunity 
to shoot him,so he can continue 
as a worker of justice. The Joker 
proposes that Harvey also has the 
choice to disrupt the established 
order and go after the people who 
really deserve it—the ones who are 
the real schemers, The Joker implies 
that Harvey is just “a dog chasing 
cars,” and he wouldn't know what 
to do with one if he caught it. 
Harvey Dent lets fate decide as he 
uses the flip of his halt burnt coin 
to make his decision. The movie 
pans to the Joker as he walks away 
free with his “ace in the hole” in the 
fight for Gotham’s soul 

rhe real picture that I see in this 


movie is what we see everyday. 
| observe the constant struggle 
between the good and evil in all 
of us. Sometimes | tind that it’s 
hard to be like Batman who is as 
the Joker states “incorruptible,” 
when sometimes, “watching the 


THE CROWN 


missing from the film’s adventure 
aspect. Indy doesn’t get to do as 
much as in previous installments, 
the characters are not developed 
enough to really care about the 
artifact they are seeking, and there 
lacks a sense of urgency, or danger, 
that was felt in the others films. The 
adventure becomes, particularly in 
the latter half of the film, a family 
affair that depends too much on 
a comfortable formula and not 
enough on raising the stakes. For 
this complacency, the film’s climax 
seems slow and drawn-out, and 
there’s little to care about by the 
film’s end, save for one thing: this 
Indiana Jones. You'll be 
reminded of how adventurous 
this man was back in the day, and 
pull out Raiders of the Lost Ark. 
Then Temple of Doom. Then Last 


is still 


Crusade. And finally, Kingdom of 
the Crystal Skull. After watching 
them all in sequence, the flaws of 
this fourth entry may become even 
more apparent, but the adventure 
euphoria will last through and long 
after its ending. 


Kingdom of the Crystal Skull wasn’t 
made for the critics. It was made for 
escapism entertainment, and in that 
aspect, the film succeeds. It’s the 
weakest entry in the Indiana Jones 
series, perhaps, but it holds its own, 
and may inspire a new generation 
of moviegoers to visit one of the 
most beloved trilogies and heroic 
characters of the 80s for the first 
time. Although, I would wish that 
nobody’s children are introduced to 
Indy this way. 


Indiana Jones and the Kingdom 
of the Crystal Skull is available on 
DVD Tuesday, October 14th. 


Smile on That Face 


world burn is just easier.” The 
question that now comes to mind 
is— who are you? The Joker's 
coined phrase, “Let's put a smile on 


, 


that face,” certainly illustrates the 
disconnection and the connection 
between all of us. Do you smile 
in the face of evil? Who are you? 
Do you smile out of victory, or 
smile sickly as the world burns— or 
are you the unsure dual-natured 
Harvey Dent, fighting for good, but 
at any moment ready to fall down 
in defeat, This brings me back to the 
man on the side of the street waving 
his sign at me. I’m not sure who he 
was, Another question was raised 
instead: who am I? This movie 
illustrates a decision that | have to 
make, Am | going to help the world, 
hinder it, or give up in defeat? It's a 
question that we all have to ask. So 
what about you? Let's put a smile 


on that face. 
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“RED + BLUE” By Marjorie Richter —— Edited By Timothy E, P arker 


ACROSS 

1 Dump in a dumpster 

6 Moves cautiously 
11 Rocker --- Bon Jovi 
14San Antonio mission 
16 Like lips that sink ships 
16 Mary Todd's guy 
17 Overwrought wating 
19 ean Diego attraction 
20 Gets the picture 


21 Butts 
22 13, to a bake! 
24 ___-relief 


25 First couple's home 
27 Friday carried one 
31 Gives too much credit 
36 Loves t 
38 Type of maniac 
39 Entertainer Martha 
40 Shy person 
43 Slave away 
44 Bird in the bush 
45 "Mama" Cass 
46 Enthusiastically praised 
49 South Amencan plain 
§0 Ferber or O'Brien 
§1"Ands" or "buts" 

altern vatives 
§3 Mexican artist Kahlo 


0 [ yweces 


56 Cousin of a canvasback 


§8 Result of cogitating, 
sometime: 

62 It 5; not free of charge 

63 Boile d holiday treat 

66 Kitchen invade! 

67 "The Velvet Fog" 

68 Stan's partner! 

69 Confucians' path 

70 Asparagus unit 

71 Joins metallic parts 


DOWN 
1 Drains, as energy 
2 This, for example 
3 Steak choice 


What are you wost 
excited about tor this 
Thanksgiving? 


Bh al “Going to the 
pane? “Most Rockton 
- Jessica excited Fair on 
0 see my Saturday.” 
family -lsaac 
-Lauren 
“Being with my cows - | miss the 


COWS. 


“Going to a 
beachside 
cottage with 
my family.” 
- lan 

“Brocolli salad 


and turkey.” 


“Definitely family over food, but 
I’m excited for both.” -Mike 


“Being with my sisters and 
my mom and dad.” 


4 Rock concert needs 
§ Party person? 
6 City on the Rio Grande 
7 Campus nights pot? 
8 Zero on the scoreboard 
9 Double curve 
10 Planter's device 
11 "All That ---" (1979) 
12 Boston Pops instrument 
13 Advertiser's gas 
18 The Cenozoic, e.g 
23 Hot 
24 "VWWhat have you --- up 
26 Vent for a spin 
27 "Cool it!" Italian style 
28 Like some committees 
29 Type of Greek column 


30 Like some cheese sand- 


WIC h eS 


32 Concert locale 


Edited By Timothy E. Parker 


33 Sylvester's costar, more 
than once 

34 "Keep your -- 

35 Argument 

37 Yarn purchase 

41 Goofy-acting 

42 Troubles 

47 Changes with the times 

48 \t's nappy, to a Brit 

§2 Winter health woe 

§3ltalian auto maker 

54 Gossip columnist Barrett 

55 Avid about 

§7 Thompson of "Howards 
End" 

58 Wait for a light 

59 Type of pickle 

60 "Idylis of the King" lady 

61 Ripens 

64 Take a bough? 

66 Average name? 


the ball!" 
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Student Voices 


-Heather 


- Maria 


Very Easy 
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